The infant with a vascular tumor.
Vascular birthmarks look alike in various tints of blue, pink, or red. These anomalies are either vascular tumors or vascular malformations. Hemangioma is the most common vascular tumor of infancy, typically appearing in the neonatal period. Hemangiomas grow rapidly during the first year of life and regress slowly during childhood. Treatment is indicated for problematic or endangering hemangiomas, usually the administration of corticosteroids or interferon-alfa, and in some instances, embolization or surgical resection. The more aggressive and rare vascular tumors, kaposiform hemangioendothelioma and tufted angioma, are often associated with thrombocytopenia and coagulopathy (Kasabach-Merritt phenomenon) and less responsive to pharmacological therapy. Vascular tumors, particularly hemangioma, are often confused with vascular malformations; although etiology, histology, and clinical behavior are quite different. Vascular lesions should be biopsied if there is any suspicion of malignancy.